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and curling about her head and neck and shoulders
hiding her chin, her hands folded, her bracelets on and
her wedding ring. The cloth of gold train lined and
trimmed with ermine which she wore for her golden
wedding was very well folded and composed about her
person and over her feet, and flowed far down the steps
in front. She looked wonderfully well and really almost
like a young person. I felt that if she could have seen
herself she would have been pleased. She was e the
Empress ' even in death and surrounded with all the
stiff pomp and ceremony she loved so much.5'

Then just one sentence betrayed the soul-anguish
that lay below this impersonal observation. It half
killed her to remember that this was the mother of
her own angel-husband. . . . " He would have felt
his poor mother's death terribly. His kind and tender
heart gave more affection than he received.5'1

The Empress had always held that Bismarck, in
spite of his vast achievements, had in reality been the
evil genius of Germany, and that it was he who from
the first and continually thereafter had alienated
William from his parents and roused his contempt
for their Liberal views. While her husband was still
a man with the prospect of a long reign before him,
she would have hailed Bismarck's resignation of the
Chancellorship as a cause for national rejoicing, but
when in 1890 the Emperor forced it on him she sin-
cerely regretted it. William gave various reasons for
parting with him : he told the Queen that he
accepted his retirement with tears and sorrowful

1 Ibid., pp. 3P9, 400.
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